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Thanatophidia swarm in the thickets  of bamboo
and  croton, in the  bushes which abut on to the
back-gardens of village huts, in the back-gardens
themselves, under the thatched roofs, and in holes,
cracks,   and   crevices  in  the   ground.      In   some
localities cobras are encouraged to live around the
houses, and are fed with milk; and where tree and
serpent worship still lingers, a good snake-garden,
with  the   accompanying  idol,  is  regarded  as   an
attractive feature of a detached residence.    In and
round such huts and houses, gardens, compounds,
and enclosures,   men,  women, and  children  walk
barefooted, and never, unless it is actually cornered,
frightened beyond measure, or really hurt, does the
snake turn to bite.    Such members of the tribe as
are dull of hearing, and are for that reason more
frequently trodden on or disturbed, naturally assert
the privilege of self-preservation, but all who can,
get  out of the way of human beings.    Mistakes
must sometimes happen in the dark, as the occu-
pants of the houses lie stretched on the floor, or
in the verandah, or recline on low bedsteads, whence
the limbs depend to the floor.

The Government of India offered rewards for
the destruction of poisonous snakes, with the result
that snake-charmers and others bred them in large
numbers, so that the authorities practically gave
a bounty for the encouragement of a new in-
dustry, which, however great their anxiety to